BURMA
THE   BURMESE
the less piously minded. There is no caste in Burma. The children of any rank of society are received on equal terms in the monastic schools. But the Young Burmans, in their mimicry of the despised kala of India, have chosen to maintain that pagodas shall be approached by none except with bare feet. They affect the bigotry of the wildest fanatics. Consequently, the Shwe Dagon already has a notice in English and Burmese to say that none may enter on its precincts wearing shoes or stockings. The older men of the pagoda trustees long opposed this, but they have been overruled.
It is a pity, for the Burmese are a most attractive people. Thev have great pride of race, but they have the perfection of Orienial courtesy, without the aloofness of some of the Indian tribes, or the cringing of others, without the mannerism of the Japanese, or the solid, unblinking, animal-like stare of the Chinese. A Burman and his wife will dine with you, and eat what you eat. The old rule was that a Burman and his wife should never pay a call together. The wife called separately, but to silence evil tongues she brought a number of handmaidens with her, and they came up to the house-door like a segment of a rainbow. If the caller's husband happened to be in the house he promptly made off.
The Burmese woman has been freer for long years from sex disabilities than any other of her sisters. She can marry whom she pleases, and with her practical mind she usually rules the household. If she finds her husband uncongenial or undesirable, she can get a separation by the simple process of going before the village elders and saying the contract is over. She retains possession of everything she brought into the partnership, and when it is broken off she takes away with her half
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